BEYOND DARWIN & MATERIALISM:
A constant theme running through my articles for our magazine over the last three years has been that ‘Darwinian, Materialistic, Atheism’ has reached its zenith and is now on a steep slope into permanent decline and will, perhaps, within the life time of most of us, be replaced with a theory in which design, purpose, intelligence and  meaning  are at the very heart of a new philosophy.

Within the last two months two important things have occurred which point in this direction. One is an article in the magazine ‘The New Scientist’ entitled… ‘Evolution Evolves’ and a conference at Cambridge University entitled… ‘Beyond Darwinism & Materialism.’
Briefly here are the main points :-

The Article:

In the 24th Sept 2016 edition  of   the New-Scientist magazine, there appeared a four page article entitled -- ‘Evolution Evolves.’ This article describes a new vision of evolution theory for the 21st century.

The present Darwinian theory is based on the following:-

Evolution is a non-intelligent, blind, purposeless, meaningless  process which never had us, [intelligent life] in mind in which there is no place for a God. We should not forget here that Darwinism is the main pillar that supports Atheism.
 This orthodox view is now under serious challenge because of new discoveries in genetics.
 The present theory claims that genetic variations are purely random and it is mere chance if mutations give rise to features that improve the ability of organisms to survive and thrive through the process of natural selection. 
Also that evolution occurs through multiple small and slow steps, leading to gradual change over very long periods. The perspective here is gene-centred, with the view that we are bodily and mentally what our genes are. Also,  that the process of micro-evolution can explain macro-evolution;  micro-evolution being what occurs in say breading of dogs, with the range from say Chihuahua to Great Dane representing the lower and upper-limits of the possibilities of the process. We never see a move to a different species like a cat or other.   
The new ideas now being expressed claim :-
· That, Natural selection is not solely in charge, and that organisms themselves can influence the direction and rate of their own evolution so as to fit their environment.
· That, the expression of genes is now known to be controlled by a system above that of genes known as epigenetics, which is still not fully understood. A single gene instead of being the code for constructing one particular protein can be used by epigenetics to build many different proteins
· That, new characteristics ‘acquired’ by an organism during its life time can be passed on to offspring and play a part in the way evolution develops. The notion of ‘acquired characteristics’ was considered a heresy in Darwinism until recently.

· That, variation is now known to be non-random and develop in response to local conditions so that any novel features they possess are surprisingly well suited to their environment.
· That, evolution can be a rapid process not a slow and gradual one, thereby allowing individuals to rapidly  respond to environmental challenges. Darwinism can’t cope with this!
· That macro-evolution is a very different process to that of micro-evolution; it is by macro-evolution that major changes occur in organisms, which is increasingly inexplicable by any random, purposeless process.
All of this is pointing to a new theory of evolution where purpose, intelligent design and meaning are at its very core. We should not forget that we have two people, Charles  Darwin and Alfred Russell Wallace who are credited with the joint discovery of the theory of evolution, but the difference is that Wallace saw the evolutionary process being an intelligent one, guided by a creative intelligence.
The time is rapidly coming when the ---Darwinian evolution will surely  be replaced with that of--- Wallace!!!
The Conference:
On the 12th Nov this year two of us from the Central Hall in Walsall,  attended a conference at the university of Cambridge entitled --- ‘Beyond Darwinism & Materialism!’
    It is very interesting to note that this conference was preceded by a conference  on the 7th Nov at the ‘Royal Society’ in London, which was attended by many  worlds leaders in biology and the philosophy of biology. The Royal Society has up until now been a staunch supporter of Darwinism and Richard Dawkins.  Perhaps not so much now after this conference from what I have heard!
 Its  title was --- ‘New Trends in evolutionary biology.’
Now the Cambridge  conference was arranged in order to examine how we should reconstruct our understanding of Biology for the 21st century. Approximately 150 attended with many from Christian Churches. It was a sell out! We did not however, meet anyone from Methodism!
So exactly how should we reconstruct our understanding of evolutionary biology?

Darwinian biology up until now has been dominated by a materialistic frame work in which living things are seen as being ultimately derived from undirected physical processes  occurring at the origin of life its-self and then again through random variations sifted by natural selection throughout some 3 billion years of evolution of the organisms.
Within the past 3 decades however, the sufficiency of this materialist framework has been very strongly challenged by unexpected evidence; for example:- 
· It is now being claimed that ‘Information’ [the Bible calls this’ the logos,or the word’] and not physical or material causes provide the key to understanding biology. The study of ‘Information’ is now at the leadings edge of  research in physics in many of the world’s universities.
· That, the principles governing the origin and transmission of biological information can’t be explained by any random process and that intelligence had in some way to play the pivotal role in the process.

· That, at present, materialism restricts our intellectual freedom to explore the full landscape of causal possibilities. The mere fact that in our search for answers we are restricted by some in science to answers that can only be derived from materialism, intelligence can’t be put forward as an explanation even when Dawkins defines biology as:- ‘The study of complicated things having the appearance of having been designed with a purpose but aren’t,’ without giving us any rational  evidence to support this claim.
· That, recent scientific discoveries provide evidence that humans are much more than mere animals, which is the very opposite to Darwinian claims. We may share 95% of our genes with Chimps and 60%  with bananas, but genes are only building blocks, the planning/design control by epigenetics is very different!
· That the information stored in human DNA is like a computer code 3.6 billion characters long and  we know that  codes are only, without exception, produced by an intelligent mind. When we come across code-markings on a beach which say’s ‘John loves Mary’ we would never ever, ever claim that this was produced by the random actions of wind and tide, but at present it is claimed that the most complicated code known to us, the code in human DNA, has to have been produced by a random, non-designed, non-intelligent process seems farcical at best. They are getting lost here in the quick-sands of their own dogma
.
So to sum-up:-

 The article in the magazine  clearly calls for the present evolutionary theory to evolve to one that moves away from Darwinism. In doing this it will be compelled to envelope intelligent causation.

The Cambridge conference confirmed to those who attended that the questions raised and the ideas raised by Intelligent design theory are not being addressed or answered  by the Darwinian/Atheistic movement, so much so that ID is beginning to look as if it is the only game in town as its appeal gets stronger and stronger.
Are we ready yet for “Wallacian-Evolution”? When we are, the question of...‘Where is the source of this intelligence? ’will immediately arise.
 The only answer open to us will be…a creative intelligence; a creator God!
The question of God will then be back where it belongs, at the centre of science & human philosophy.
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