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Darwin’s Heretic:  [continuing on the topic of ID from my previous article]   
Within the last decade or so it has again been acknowledged that evolutionary-theory has two initial 19th century proponents, namely, Charles Darwin (1809-1880) and the younger lesser known Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913)
Unlike Darwin, Wallace was more like a Victorian Indiana Jones who spent most of his time out in the field collecting specimens and closely examining nature at its very roots. During this time he also formulated his own evolutionary theory separately and independently of Darwin.
The two men differed in their social backgrounds and in their world-views. Darwin came from a wealthy family, attended Cambridge university and did not have to earn to live, whereas Wallace, came from a struggling lower-middleclass family, had only a Grammar school education and had to work to earn a living which he did through his research and by collecting biological samples from around the world which he sold to museums and collectors.

In 1844 Darwin had completed his evolutionary theory, but because of his many doubts he did not publish for a further 15years as he was always looking for more supporting evidence.
In 1858 the younger Wallace sent a letter to Darwin sketching out his theory which at this point in time was remarkably similar to what Darwin was proposing and asking Darwin for his comments. This caused somewhat of a panic in Darwinian circles as it appeared that if Darwin did not publish immediately he would be beaten to the punch by Wallace and all would be lost. So in 1859 Darwin rushed to press and published his now famous book- “On the Origin of Species” and the rest is history. This gave Darwin a pre-eminence over Wallace right from the start.
Darwin’s theory claims that the evolution of life is a process where by ‘natural selection’ acting on random variations in existing life, could produce changes and even new species  given enough time, although each change had to be (in his own words) in small, slow steps. His theory did not rely on any design input and was not seen as having any ultimate purpose behind it and did not rely upon the involvement of any God. It should be noted that Darwin’s theory did not give any explanation of how life itself got started, only how changes occurred over time.
A quotation from Darwin at the time illustrates doubt in his understanding:-

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely breakdown.”
Since Darwin’s death this doubt he expressed has not got better, it has got a lot, lot worse to almost breaking point. So much so, that many working within evolutionary theory have now claimed that his doubt has falsified his theory. Darwin’s proposed way that evolution works doesn’t work, because it ignores the intelligent input of ‘Information’ in the process!
In 1869 Wallace in an essay review of one of Lyell’s papers, makes the claim that in order to account for the evolution of the human mind and intellect we must call upon an overall pervading intelligence throughout the cosmos.

When Darwin read this paper he was absolutely aghast and was very critical of his friend Wallace, because Darwin’s own theory completely rejected the involvement of any intelligent input. Darwin was a proponent of ‘methodological-naturalism’ which says that in order to be scientific we must only consider natural explanations and intelligence cannot be considered.
Wallace eventually became in the eyes of Darwin and his powerful supporters Thomas Huxley, John Hooker and Charles Lyell, a heretic and was in effect expelled from Darwin’s court. 
Wallace never retreated from his 1869 views, in fact he became more and more convinced that an overall intelligence had to be involved to account for life and that the development of the universe was ‘teleological,’ i.e. It had direction and purpose towards the perfection of mankind.
Wallace continued working until his death in 1913, his last two books being – “Man’s Place in the Universe” published in 1903 and his final book –“The World of Life” published in 1910 in which he gives examples of detectible design in the universe and which was a grand synthesis of his life’s work on the topic of evolution. He was convinced that Intelligent Design was pervasive throughout nature and that guidance was required not just for the emergence of man but for almost everything.
In this scenario, Wallace can perhaps be thought of as the first proponent of a theory of Intelligent Design.
He commented:-
“In the minutest of cells, in the blood, in the earth and throughout the universe there is intelligent and conscious direction, in other words there is – Mind!”
Wallace died some 33 years after the death of Darwin, consequently he was privileged to learn of the many discoveries made during these years on the complexity of the cell which Darwin never knew about. Perhaps if Darwin had lived through this period he would have come to a very different conclusion!
Wallace was particularly fascinated by the mystery and complexity of living cells. Unlike Darwin, he saw cells as not just as simple sacks of protoplasm (jelly) but as organised structures, about which he said, “We must assume exists not due to just the forces of nature but by the action of an Agency, directing and organising so as to build that infinitely complex machine which is the living organism; which is self-repairing, self-building, self replicating and which is constantly adapting to a changing environment.”
He claimed that the thing that is absolutely necessary to do all this was an intelligent  mind and went on to say: – 
“What we see in the cell convinces me that it is guided by an intelligence. I can’t comprehend how any just and unprejudiced mind which is fully aware of this activity can persuade itself to believe it is the product of a blind and unintelligent accident.”
It is worth here to make this point, that if (Darwin’s heretic) Wallace taught in the science classrooms of today he would probably be banned, because he believed in intelligent design. He would be classed as a heretic! 
Wallace’s embracing of ID is one of the conveniently forgotten chapters in the history of science.

Finally, to bring matters up to date, in his 2012 book entitled - “Mind & Cosmos: Why the Materialist neo-Darwinian Conception of Nature is almost certainly False,” the well respected philosopher of our time - Thomas Nagel argues that - the widely accepted world view of materialistic neo-Darwinian naturalism is now untenable. The mind body problem cannot be confined to the relationship between animal minds and animal bodies. If materialism cannot accommodate mind and consciousness then we must abandon a purely materialistic understanding of nature in general, extending to biology, evolutionary theory and cosmology!
We should remind ourselves that it was only a few years ago that the then world’s most notorious atheist – Anthony Flew turned away from atheism to deism because of the short comings of Neo-Darwinian materialism to explain the almost infinite complexity of biological systems, in particularly the living-cell.  

To conclude, I repeat the last paragraph of my previous article which states that:-

     Intelligent-Design is very supportive of theistic belief but it does not rely on religious premises.

     So the theory of Intelligent Design is telling us that -- The actual process of the creation of the universe and life appears to be, by the best inference, not a purposeless, meaningless, random, Darwinian, undirected evolutionary process; Instead it appears to be an intelligent process even if a non-Darwinian evolutionary process is involved that has direction, design, purpose and meaning at its very core. 
A conclusion that Wallace would have applauded for sure.
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